
 
 
 
 

Nebraska Department of Education 
Private Postsecondary Career Schools 

Advisory Council Meeting 
 

AGENDA 
Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Board Room, 6th Floor of State Office Building 

301 Centennial Mall South (Southeast corner of 14th & M Streets) 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509 

 
Website:  http://www.education.ne.gov/PPCS/Advisory%20Council.html  

 
1. Call to order  

a. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information 
b. Roll call for members - introductions of visitors (if applicable) 

 
2. Approval of Agenda for September 4, 2012 

 
3. Approval of Minutes from December 6, 2010 meeting (attached below) 

 
4. Old Business:  

 
a. 30% Fee increase update from December 6, 2010 meeting 

 
5. New business: 

a. Discussion on Fee increase 
i. Background 
ii. Restructuring Fee option 
iii. Flat increase option 

b. Proposed  changes to rule 41: 
i. Distance Learning definition change, 002.12 
ii. Exempt School grammatical change to match Statute, 003.01D 
iii. Exempt School change due to Statute changes, 003.01G, I, J, K, L  
iv. Deletion of section 011, Authority to Award Baccalaureate Degree per 

statute change 
v. Numerical updates do to deletion of section 011  

c. Proposed changes to Rule 42: 
i. Distance Learning definition change, 002.14 
ii. Exempt School changes due to Statute changes, 003.01H, I, J, K, and 

003.02 
iii. Clarification change in surety bond requirements in 005.02B5 

d. Proposed changes to Rule 44: 
i. Add definition of “Act” 
ii. Add definition of “Short-term training” 
iii. Numerical updates do to adding definitions 

http://www.education.ne.gov/PPCS/Advisory%20Council.html


iv. Update to section 003.05, 003.07, 003.08, and 004.01 to be consistent 
with Statute wording/changes 

v. Add clarification to 005.06 in regards to schools subject to TRCF 
payments 

e. Proposed Revision of Statute: 
i. Add to definition of “Out-of-state school” definition, 85-1603(15) for clarity 
ii. Edit definition of “Private postsecondary career school” for clarity and 

update due to changing instructional methodology 
iii. Addition to public postsecondary exemption in 85-1604(6) to include out 

of state public postsecondary schools 
iv. Change exemption of schools regulated by other state agencies 85-

1604(7) to include only the Nebraska Board of Barber Examiners 
v. Clarify 85-1644 in regards to fees charged for transcripts 
vi. Update 85-1656 to allow TRCF funds in excess of the maximum level be 

used for the purpose of administering the PPCS Act – creates a safety 
net; and raise TRCF fund minimum amount to $250,000.00  

 
6. Announcements 

 
7. Adjournment 
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NEBRASKA PRIVATE POSTSECONDARY CAREER 

SCHOOLS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
April 2012 

 
 
 
Ms. Sharon Brodhagen 
Cornhusker Better Business Bureau, Inc. 
Lincoln Branch Manager 
(Better Business Bureau representative) 
3 year term beginning November 6, 2009 and ending November 5, 2012 
 
Ms. Roberta Worm 
Vatterott College 
(Trade/Technical schools representative) 
3-year term beginning September 6, 2010 and ending September 5, 2013 
 
Ms. Diane Moore 
The Moore Group 
(Real Estate Schools Representative) 
3-year term beginning April 10, 2011 and ending April 9, 2014 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Hornig 
Xenon International 
(School Licensed by Other State Agency representative) 
3-year term beginning April 16, 2012 and ending April 15, 2015 
 
Sue Kozisek 
Myotherapy Institute 
(School Licensed by Other State Agency representative) 
3-year term beginning April 16, 2012 and ending April 15, 2015 
 
Mr. Larry Marsh 
JTL Truck Driver Training 
(School Licensed by Other State Agency representative) 
3-year term beginning April 10, 2011 and ending April 9, 2014 
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PRIVATE POSTSECONDARY CAREER SCHOOLS 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, December 6, 2010 

1:30 p.m. 
Nebraska State Office Building 

Conference Room “A” 
301 Centennial Mall South 

Lincoln, NE 68509 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Susan Geschwender, Sharon Brodhagen, Steve Kollar, Kim Guyer  
MEMBERS ABSENT: Sue Kozisek, Roberta Worm  
NDE STAFF PRESENT: Brad Dirksen, Carol Grell, Sharon Katt (left at 3:20), Yvette Martin  
 
Carol Grell called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m.  
 
Carol Grell opened with announcement of the open meetings act and roll was taken with each member 
introducing themselves.  
 
Approval of agenda for today’s meeting with one addition. Carol asked Advisory Council to add to the 
agenda the discussion of verbiage to be added to statue regarding Accreditation and Diploma Mills.  
 
Carol Grell asked for a review of the minutes from the meeting held on October 29, 2010 and a motion 
to approve minutes. Susan Geschwender motioned and Kim Guyer seconded approval of minutes. The 
vote was unanimous to approve the minutes with a verbal vote of “aye”.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEM:  
1. Carol Grell initiated discussion on the proposed revision to Statute 85-1643 Private Postsecondary 
Career Schools Cash Fund; created; use; fees; schedule; no refund. Discussion was held and Advisory 
Council proposed to wait on making a decision until Brad presented the Proposed Alternative Fees later 
during the meeting.  

2. Discussion held to apprise the Council on language to be added to the Statute regarding 
“Accreditation and Diploma Mills”. Suggested language proposed by the Congress was presented and 
our statute language will reflect the intent of the suggested language and what is appropriate for PPCS. 
This addition to the PPCS Statute is meant to protect Nebraska students and schools from unethical 
programs operating in Nebraska.  

3. Brad Dirksen gave Power Point presentation on alternatives to consider in increasing fees. A 
discussion followed with a review of handouts demonstrating the various options. Option 1 was a review 
of fees charged considering percent of time spent on each action related to an assessed fee. Option 2 
demonstrated a flat 30% fee increase. Carol presented Option 3 which basically reflected some of 
Option 1 with a few adjustments. Elements considered were time, travel and postage costs, for example.  

4. The Council was also informed of proposed changes in PPCS Statutes – to fit with statute changes 
being proposed by the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education to clarify and eliminate 
confusion between PPCS and Coordinating Commission. There was discussion of the language in 85-
1604 (7) about “education and schools exempted from the Private Postsecondary Career School Act” – 
deleting the verbiage (Except as provided in subsection (9) of this section,……. as of September 2, 
1977…..) Added to this statement is a clarification of “(an exempted degree program that leads to an 



 

associate, bachelor, postgraduate and professional degree and regulated by agencies of this state other 
than the department (NDE) (ex. Coordinating Commission).  
 
Advisory Council took a 10 minute break from 3:30 to 3:40.  
 
ACTION ITEMS:  
1. Motion was made by Kim Guyer to approve the change of language in statute 85-1643 Private 
Postsecondary Career Schools Cash Fund, and seconded by Susan Geschwender. Motion carried 100% 
with all members answering with “aye”. Changes to proposed language in 85-1643 made by the 
Advisory Council during meeting; 4(a), remove wording “except that such fees shall not exceed one 
hundred ten percent of the previous year’s total administrative cost. 4(b) will change “Total cost shall be 
determined by an annual audit of” to “Total cost of administration shall be determined by an annual 
audit of”. 4(c) will be removed.  
 
2. Motion was made by Steve Kollar and seconded by Kim Guyer to include the statement in statue 
regarding Accreditation and Diploma Mills. Motion carried 100% with all members answering with 
“aye”.  
 
3. Motion made by Susan Geschwender and seconded by Steve Kollar to withdraw the 10% increase in 
fees approved at the meeting on October 29, 2010, and change to 30% increase in fees rounded to the 
nearest dollar amount for the 2011-2012 fiscal year. Motion carried 100% with all members answering 
with “aye”.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Discussion was held on next meeting date. Advisory Council decided to revisit the Proposed Alternative 
Fees after the statue change has been approved by the Legislature. This will, hopefully, be in May or 
June of 2011.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion made by Kim Guyer and seconded by Susan Geschwender to adjourn meeting at 3:55.  
 
HANDOUTS:  
Proposed Alternative Fees, how Option 1 was figured, Proposed PPCS Changes to Statue 85-
1643, Accreditation/Diploma Mill statement. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


